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Praise for Sympathetic Beasts 
 
In Sympathetic Beasts, Lucas Jacob pays attention to the 
world, to its beasts made of theory and memory, to the hollow 
husks we all become. With word-fire, he kindles the husks so 
as to hear the soft roar of that which refuses to be forgotten: 
the ghosts of lost names, “a string / trailing away into 
darkness,” our own reflection in glass. Hold yourself close to 
these poems, read them with care, for in them you’ll find 
“some mimicry” of your beating heart. 

—Octavio Quintanilla, Poet Laureate of San Antonio             
(2018-2020) 
 

The poems in Sympathetic Beasts inspire us to mind the 
present, but also to stretch beyond it (and behind it and 
sideways) and delight in the possibilities of volcanoes, glass 
slippers, a telescope in a closet, and the “ricochet of a doe 
back into the woods.” In “The Dancer,” the speaker leads by 
example when he sits “on the edge of a second-row seat” 
and marvels not at the theatrical spectacle, but at 
something more subtle and sacred—“the low cloud of resin 
/ kicked up” by the delicate foot of a ballerina. This book 
makes one feel more prepared to cherish the world. Lucas 
Jacob does exactly what we need our poets to do— to sing 
to us of wonder. 

–Lauren Berry, winner of the National Poetry Series  
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Lucas Jacob is the author of the poetry collection The 
Seed Vault (Eyewear Publishing, 2019) and the 
chapbooks A Hole in the Light (Anchor & Plume Press, 
2015) and Wishes Wished Just Hard Enough (Seven 
Kitchens Press, 2019). His poetry and prose have 
appeared in literary magazines including Southwest 
Review, Indianapolis Review, and RHINO and in trade 
journals including Education Week, Independent 
Teacher, and the Journal of Media Literacy. His career in 
K-12 education has brought him many wonderful things, 
including the honor of serving as a Fulbright Fellow in 
Budapest, Hungary. He is currently the Director of 
Writing, Communication, and Media Literacy at La Jolla 
Country Day School, in San Diego. 
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Things that Can Break 
 
The vow you made about your songbirds, how 
you’d always keep the pair together, close 
enough to wish if not to touch, which goes 
to show just who and where we are right now. 
The fever that brings technicolor dreams 
in which I’d gladly stay if staying were 
a choice to make, like choosing to taste your 
new flavor just because it is new. Seams 
at which we pull as if to test their truth. 
Dawn. News of dawn. A storm at dawn throwing 
rain like pebbles at the glass, our knowing 
that we alone are belief in need of proof. 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
 

Devotional 
 
Without once hatching a chick that would withstand 
the fury of the Texas summer sun 
or the blue jays that decorate the courtyard, 
the same fat starling nests every year 
in the bronze plastic planter hanging over 
my balcony rail. Every May I am sure 
that she will not come back, certain 
that last year’s hatchlings died before Easter, 
 
as I remember cobwebs and desiccated 
insect husks clinging to my fingers 
when in winter I took the planter down 
and lifted out the remnants of the nest. 
Every May I am wrong about the timing 
and about the persistence of the bird. 
She returns and seems again to have built 
her home overnight, reminding me 
 
that I have not paid enough attention. 
That days have gone by without my having 
opened either the glass door or myself 
to the morning air. That the will is not 
a creature of fortune, but of habit. 
It asserts itself not that it be honored, 
particularly, come a spring morning 
the color of a sun- bleached egg shell, 
 
but that it at least be noticed, understood 
as a bringer of song, a means for hearing 
a note of hope when the spreading light 
settles down today and we are ready 
to hear it, its gentle trill like the sound 
of a water whistle blown against 
the rising heat that would seem to threaten 
any new life needing somewhere to begin. 

Lucas Jacob’s Sympathetic Beasts tunes in to life, to 
its potential as well as its hazards and warnings, to 
physical and emotional perils often recognized only 
too late. At turns intimate, introspective, and darkly 
humorous, these poems question everyday caution 
signs even as they lean into vulnerability, grappling 
with relationships, impermanence, and the many 
ways the world can end. In this elastic collection, 
every danger is taken seriously, while no poem takes 
itself too seriously. There is a smile, or at least a 
knowing wink, for every foible of the all-too-human 
speakers in these quietly confident poems. 
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Lucas Jacob has staked out a territory between prose and poetry that is all his own. His poems are often sly 
narratives, as in the beautiful “Not Going to the Beach”: 
 
    Her long skirt pressed to her thighs by the wind 
    as if by immersion in your thoughts 
    of the water you both watched tugging, 
    in retreat, at seaweed and the edges  
    of misshapen hearts . . .  
 
The language, especially in the 12-part prose poem “The Theory of Deccan Volcanism,” tugs constantly at the 
poetic. Lucas Jacob proves himself a masterful poet and storyteller. Read this book. You'll be thoroughly rewarded.  
 

—Toby Olson, PEN/Faulkner Award winner  
 


